CHAPTER    XXIV

3rd June, 1831
Starting on boats at five on the morning of Friday the third we arrived
at a place called Udubadiya by about noon. There are no armed personnel
at this place. But I got a firman issued by one gentleman Brook the agent
of Lord Bentick who was on a visit to Banaras, permitting some persons in my
entourage to carry arms. On the strength, of this the Superintendent of
Calcutta Police also issued a firman. The Chief Secretary stationed at
this place countersigned on the firman issued at Kasi and affixed his seal.
Hence the local police agent at the junction town Udubadiya did not trouble
us regarding the weapons and on the other hand by the will of God presuming
that I am a greatman he arranged for a salute by his armed men. This
Government issued firmans to carry arms to no person other than the Princes
of the states. If one tries and gets such a firman it would be as useful as it is
to me.
Udubadiya is about eight leagues from Calcutta. If we go to Baleswar
without touching Medinipur we can save three halts on the way and hence
we followed this route. Udubadiya is a big town. There is a market
place and the residence of the Police representative is in the jurisdiction of
Hugli district. Everything is available here. There is a palm grove in this
town. We pitched our tents in that grove and stayed there.
Heavy southerly winds are blowing now. Sea water is flowing into
the river and it is swelling as high as two men at the time of flowing and is
receding at the ebbing time. So; our boats are lifted high at Udubadiya
and my ladies and children are frightened. A two tree top high tidal wave
washed away half of the city of Calcutta sixty years ago. During
the flowing time, larger vessels from foreign countries are brought through
the river Ganges to Calcutta. During ebbing time they are taken into
the sea from Calcutta.
Though he is in the high office of the Chief Justice at Calcutta, Sir
Charles Gray, due to God's will and command gave me more kindly treatment
than at Madras and gave me accommodation in a garden opposite his house,
arranged his peons to keep watch at my place and sent furniture and other
requirements and also gave me an extraordinary firman and thus I could
command this position in this far off land. The servant Manskhan who is
with him is very loyal to him and he is like diamond studded in pure gold.
It is rainy season from the middle of June here and hence last night it rained
very heavily. We stayed here for the night.